LOGOS BIBLE STUDY

INTRODUCTION:  A SUMMARY OF THE STORY OF CREATION; WHAT HAPPENED TO MANKIND AND GOD'S PLAN AND PURPOSE FOR HIM
In the beginning God made the heavens and the earth - Genesis 1:1.  

The earth was originally inhabited by life-forms as evidenced by fossil remains. Among the many life forms at this time there was no human form known as man.  There may have been creatures similar to man but mankind did not come into being until God Himself formed man in His own likeness and image. It is possible that the earth could indeed be millions of years old - Isaiah 45:18; however, from the time that man has inhabited the earth has been a period of approximately only six-thousand years.

During that era in ages past an angelic being, a cherub named Lucifer, was in charge of the earth - Ezekiel 28:13-17.  Note: the function of cherubs is to govern, guard or protect specific items, properties and jurisdictions of God. This included the "Tree of Life" - Genesis 3:24, and the "Mercy Seat" on the Ark of the Covenant - Exodus 25:17-22. 

However, after a period of time, Lucifer rebelled against God thinking he was more wise and more powerful than God.  He thought he could be greater than God himself.  So he led some of the angels as well as the inhabitants of the earth in rebellion and attempted to overthrow God and take control - Isaiah 14:12-15.

As a result Lucifer was judged and lost his position of responsibility and authority.  He was no longer in charge of planet earth.  He was given another name that identifies him by his rebellious nature and behavior - "SATAN" (accuser of the brethren), the devil.

The earth and its inhabitants were also judged since they were under Lucifer's evil influence and followed his lead.  Thus the earth was judged by God and became without form and void of all life - Genesis 1:2. This is known as the age of chaos or darkness.

After a period of time, God embarked on a plan to re-introduce life to the earth; thus the re-creation as listed in Genesis 1:3-25.  Notice that God did not create anything other than "great whales".  Everything else was already in existence but was "allowed" to come forth with His command of "LET the earth bring forth....." etc.

This time the earth would be under the control of a new kind of being that was made in the exact image of God Himself - Genesis 1:26-28.  Thus God formed man and gave him authority and control over the earth - Psalm 115:15-16.  However, that authority and control was contingent on man's obedience and fellowship with God - Genesis 2:15-17.

Satan (or Lucifer), though he was defeated in his rebellion, was not eliminated; and as such became very jealous of man who was given his former position over the earth. He regarded man as inferior to himself and sought to use his wisdom, trickery and deceit to regain control over the earth.  He succeeded by tempting EVE to sin, to disobey God and submit to his will, thus forsaking God's instructions - Genesis 3:1-5.

As a result of his success, Satan again gained control and authority of the earth.  He has dominated mankind through sin and rebellion ever since - Luke 4:5-7 and 2 Corinthians 4:3-4.  However God, in His omniscience and foreknowledge, knew what would transpire so He already had a plan set up to redeem fallen man, His favored creation, from the sinful state and reconcile him back into fellowship with Him - Ephesians 1:4.

His plan would also give an open show to all creation and the angels of just how wonderful, wise, righteous, loving and just God is.  He enacted His plan to redeem mankind and at the same time utterly and shamefully defeating Satan and his angels.  That plan required that God Himself would redeem man by putting all that He is in a man - JESUS.

Jesus then fulfilled God's laws and commands introducing the way of redemption for man back into God's presence and fellowship and ultimately adopting man as part of His family - Ephesians 2:13-18  and 2 Corinthians 5:17-19. God, through Jesus defeated Satan on the cross on behalf of mankind.  This is the message referred to as “The Gospel”; it is a love story; the story of God’s love for all mankind, and especially for you personally.
Jesus is the author and finisher of this plan for those who believe on Him, accepting His atoning work on the cross and identify with him in the resurrection of new life.  Believers in Jesus Christ, as the atoning Son of God, are called Christians as a result of the change in their lifestyle emulating Christ and reflecting His character and nature rather than that of unregenerate man.  

Christianity is more than just a religion, since religion is defined as a system of beliefs and worship.  What differentiates Christianity from other religions is that Christians have more than just beliefs, they have a personal RELATIONSHIP with God the Creator.  Under the Old Covenant (Old Testament) that relationship was that of a sheep and shepherd, as mentioned in Psalm 23.  However under the New Covenant (New Testament) through Jesus Christ, that relationship with God is now that of a Father and son, as mentioned in the “Lord’s Prayer” in Matthew 6.  No other religion allows for a personal and intimate relationship with God as is provided through Jesus Christ which is called “Christianity”. 
Once a person accepts this message of the gospel, he embarks on a new life - Acts 2:37.  The lessons that follow explain this new life and prepares the faithful followers to rule and reign with Him for eternity.  This new life begins at salvation and continues as a growing and developing process unto full maturity - Ephesians 4:13.  What you are about to learn is to equip you with knowledge to help you toward this maturity "unto the full stature (likeness) of Christ.  This entire study is based on what is recorded in the Holy Bible which is our source for knowledge of the TRUTH.  Thus you will see extensive use of scripture in these study outlines.  Please read every scripture listed as it is the source of truth and knowledge.

Accepting and believing that Christ died for your sins to restore your relationship and fellowship with God as spoken by Peter at Pentecost – Acts 2:14, 21, 36-38 and begins Lesson #101 -  REPENTANCE, the first of the foundational doctrines of the Bible as listed in Hebrews 6:1-2.  This begins our journey in the knowledge of our Lord and His will for us and what he provided for every person.   
