VICTORY 

IN THE WAR OF THE AGES
By Dr. W. G. Guy
A brief historical study of the conflict between the righteousness of God and evil of Satan, with mankind as the center of that conflict, and the earth being the battle ground.
The winner has already been predetermined, but for you to obtain the victory and be an overcomer depends on your response to what has been provided for you by the winning side.

Includes important Biblical facts currently overlooked by modern Christianity

Scriptures referenced are from the King James Bible

   
The Bible describes two opposing forces and how you are affected; it also tells how to obtain victory in the conflict and win the age-old war with the enemy.  To understand what this war is all about we have to start at the beginning, but let's consider a possible alternate theory for the beginning which generally has not been considered, back before time was measured. In the beginning, unknown eons ago, when God created the heavens and the earth according to Genesis 1:1, he made the earth to be inhabited, and so it was, and by all manner of creatures.  

Isaiah 45:18 - For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the Lord; and there is none else.

     
Some of those inhabitants were almost human-like in addition to the prehistoric beasts whose fossil remains testify of their existence. Mankind was not part of this scene because God did not make man until after all these life forms on earth were destroyed.  Why did God have to destroy all these pre-historic life forms?  The answer to this introduces the warfare that the enemy began.  

     
After God completed the original creation of the earth, which could be millions of years ago, he placed one of his special high-ranking created beings in charge to be administrator over the earth and its environs, (and possibly other places also).  This administrator was an anointed cherub named Lucifer. Cherubs are an elite level of angelic-type being assigned by God to cover, protect, and care for God's special places; they are in charge of and responsible for those assignments.  For example:

Genesis 3:24 - So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims (more than one Cherub), and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep (protect or guard) the way of the tree of life.
Lucifer was that special Cherub whom God placed in charge of planet earth.
Ezekiel 28:14 & 15 - Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so:  thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the misdt of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.


The word covereth as used above means to guard, to protect and care for or having charge and responsibility for that which has been assigned.  
Lucifer, having been given that significant position, began to take on more authority than God had allotted to him.  He became prideful, boastful and began to operate independent of God.  He began doing his own thing rather than his assigned tasks.  The word "iniquity" means rebellion or "doing your own thing".  Lucifer began attracting the attention of other angels in God's creation and drawing them unto himself. When he saw that he had such influence over other of God’s created beings he began to feel equal to God himself; he even considered that he could probably overthrow God and take over all of creation.  As his following grew, God had to put a stop to it and make an example of Lucifer before all of creation.

Isaiah 14:12 to14 - How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!  How art thou cut down to the ground, which did weaken the nations! For thou has said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most high.

Ezekiel 28:16 & 17 - By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the misdst of thee with violence, and thou has sinned:  therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, o covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.  Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness:  I will cast thee to the ground (earth), I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee (in the fallen state).

      
Note the reference in these two passages to Lucifer "weakening the nations" and was to "lay before kings". This may refer to whatever society and its rulers that existed on earth back then that he corrupted. (Some call this the pre-Adamite or pre-Ademic civilization.)  

     
The warfare has begun!  God executes his judgment on Lucifer's rebellion and all that he had influence and control over, which was the pre-Adamite civilization that he controlled on earth.  That judgment was the total destruction of all life that existed on earth. Lucifer lost his position in God's creation and he also lost those life forms on earth that he had influenced.  This judgment came in the form of a universal flood and darkness - the means that destroyed all physical life on earth.

Jeremiah 4:23 to 27 - I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light.  I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly.  I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled.  I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the Lord, and by his fierce anger. For thus hath the Lord said, The whole land shall be desolate; yet will I not make a full end.
After an indeterminate period of time, which could even be millions of years, God begins to plan the next phase of life on planet earth.
Genesis 1:2 - And the earth was without form and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep..... .
     
An important item needs to be addressed in the above passage.  The word that is translated was in the above verse is the wrong tense form of the verb that in the original language is hayah.  The word hayah elsewhere in scripture is translated became.  However this did not make sense to the translators of the Bible so they changed the tense and used the word was.  This means that Genesis 1:2 should read: And the earth became without form and void.... ; this agrees with the rest of scripture as God did not create earth that way.
     
Thus the earth BECAME without form and void as a result of God's judgment on Lucifer, his domain and all those who followed under his evil and rebellious influence.  It had to be destroyed because Satan corrupted it all.  God's means of destruction was by flood, the original flood, not the second flood of Noah's time.  Yet God did not make an absolute end because He had a plan to re-do the whole thing using what He originally created.
2 Peter 3:5 to 7 - For this they are willingly ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:  Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
     
The earth was left in this state of darkness for an unknown period of time.  This long time made sure that all life forms passed away, even those that lived in the deepest and darkest part of the sea.  Then at a certain point God began to plan the restoration of the earth and its life forms.  This occurred as the Spirit of God pondered and thought out how he was going repopulate the on earth and provide new leadership to have authority and rule.

Genesis 1:2 - ........ And the spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

     
The word moved in the original language is rachaph which means to brood or think earnestly, ponder, plan which also implies a period of incubation as in hatching a newborn from an egg.

     
Now begins what some call the six-day re-creation; the period most Christians are erroneously taught that is the original creation of the heaven and earth listed in Genesis 1:3-31.  Let's take a close look at what this scripture actually says, in particular the word let as it appears in verses 3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20 and 24.  This word let actually means to allow to come forth, to make to appear or make visible.  This is not a creative act!  It is an expression of permission and purpose for something that already exists in a dormant state to be manifest.  It means that which was previously created is allowed (or "let") to come forth again.  What occurs after Genesis 1:2 is not a creative act but a realigning of the physical environs that were previously made into a chaotic state by God’s judgment on Lucifer - when the earth became without form and void.

     
In order to not deviate from the main topic we will not go into the details of the six-day restoration of the earth. You can figure it out for yourself as you study Genesis 1:3-31 in light of the information just provided. You will also notice that nothing was actually CREATED during these six days except for man, (possibly great whales may have been created also but they came from what the waters brought forth as in verse 21), meaning they or their substance was already present in the sea.  (Please do not use this as justification for evolution which is a doctrine of Satan in an effort to deny God’s actions.)
     
Beginning in verse 26 we see God decided to place a new administrator in charge, (or to cover), and that he would have dominion over the renewed planet earth. This new administrator was to be a special creation of God; one that would be equipped with his own character and nature, that is, a being made in His own image and likeness.  So he fashioned man to be just like him. 

     
Note that God said, "Let us make man in our image and likeness".  Initially it may seem strange to us to see God refer to himself in the plural sense.  The word God in the original language is Elohim which is plural for God, or Gods.  From the scriptures we can understand that God or Elohim refers to the Godhead which is the family of God consisting of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, or the trinity of God.  However, at this point in time the Son was not yet manifest in the flesh so he could not be referred to as the Son, so we will refer to him as the Word, that part of God that later was to become flesh, the man named Jesus.  Thus we see the reason for the plural form used for God.)  Now back to God's special creation - man: 

Genesis 1:28 - And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth....... 
     
God's purpose for man was dominion and procreation.  Notice the word replenish;  this means man was to re-populate the earth with multitudes that would be in Gods’ likeness - having God’s character and nature.  The use of this word replenish is further evidence that the earth was previously inhabited.  As stated earlier, that previous population may have been human-like but it was not mankind that was made in the image and likeness of God.  (This explains the discovered human-like fossil remains.)

     
What made Adam different from the previous inhabitants that were destroyed by God's judgment on Satan and the earth?  We read about this in Genesis Chapter Two which is an embellishment on parts of Chapter One.  

Genesis 2:7 - And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

     
The previous inhabitants did not have this God-kind of life.  Adam is the only being on earth that God breathed His own life into and which made him a living soul.  Thus Adam had an intimate union and fellowship with God.  We need to focus on this point for a moment because this is what today's typical church doctrine ignores.  As a result we fail to consider what Adam was like before the fall, before sin entered the scene.

     
Adam was filled with wisdom and knowledge as well as the very character and nature of God. However, Adam did not possess God's divine powers and attributes of omnipotence (all powerful), omniscience (all knowing) and omnipresence (all or everywhere present).  He did have the character and nature of God that is listed in Galatians 5:22-23:   LOVE, JOY, PEACE, LONGSUFFERING, GENTLENESS, GOODNESS, FAITH, MEEKNESS and TEMPERANCE; these items are also known as the fruit or produce of the Spirit.  (You will see this again later on.)
     
The word breath in the original language of both the Old and New Testaments also carries the meaning of spirit.  Thus the "breath of life" that God put into Adam was actually His own spirit form of life; God imparted his nature into Adam.  Now God had one of his own in charge of earth and he declared that it was good.  
     
Why did God make man in His own image?  This author’s conclusion is that since God IS LOVE, He wanted a being He could love and that would love Him in return; a being that God could identify with.  Now you can understand why God’s New Testament command is to LOVE.
Genesis 1:31 - And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.
     
Adam was, in a sense, a son of God, just exactly like Jesus. The only difference is that Jesus was the "only begotten son" and Adam was the only "formed" or created son.  They both came from the same source and had the same character and nature.  This is why Jesus is called the last Adam, (ref. 1 Corinthians 15:45).

     
Now man is on the scene and becomes the object of the conflict and ongoing warfare between Lucifer and God.  Lucifer lost his position as administrator over the Earth, and now he sees this position given to Adam. Lucifer considered Adam to be an inferior being because he is made of the dust of the earth and was not a supernatural being as he was. 

     
Lucifer may have lost his position but not his power, influence and subtlety.  He was mad and he was jealous of Adam who now had his coveted former position. (Remember that part of Lucifer's problem was pride, and pride that is snubbed produces jealousy.)  So Lucifer plots and schemes to overthrow man to get back his position of dominance of planet Earth thus getting back at God.  By doing so he thought he could defeat God.
     
Lucifer executes his subversive plan in the Garden of Eden, (Genesis Chapter Three).  However, instead of going after Adam, he exploits Adam's spouse with trickery, deceit and lies. (Scripture calls Satan a liar and the father of lies.)  Eve, (Mrs. Adam), was tempted by Lucifer to defy God by disobeying and making a choice to obey Lucifer instead.  He always uses the three areas of his own evil nature that caused his fall and defiance of God - lust of the flesh, lust of the eye and pride of life; we also know these three areas as: "I will, I want and I am",  (see 1 John 2:16, you will see this again later also).

     
It is important to recognize these areas of temptation because we all experience them. See how it worked on Eve:

Genesis 3:6 - And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food (lust of the flesh), and that it was pleasant to the eyes (lust of the eye), and a tree to be  desired to make one wise (pride of life), she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat....

     
These three areas of temptation worked on Eve; she makes a bad decision and thus submits to and obeys Lucifer's enticement.  She eats the forbidden fruit and instantly dies!  Yes, she died right there on the spot.  You need to understand what death is. Death is separation from the life force.  Eve died spiritually; she was instantly separated from God - the life source and life force.  Eventually she would die physically. (Physical death is when the spirit is separated from the body, see James 2:26; and spiritual death is the soul is separated from God).

     
Eve is now dead spiritually, but not Adam as he has not eaten the fruit yet. This means that Eve is now separated from Adam.  So what does Adam do?  Does he go back to God and ask for another wife as he discards his former mate?  What would God think of this kind of behavior and attitude coming from his own image and likeness.  What would God expect Adam to do? (You know the answer to this if you think about it because God ended up doing the same thing for us through Jesus.) 

     
Again, you must remember what Adam was like before the fall.  Adam was full of God's character and nature, of which foremost is love.  Adam also had knowledge and wisdom - he knew of God's plan of redemption because it was established before Adam was formed, "before the foundation of the earth".  Subsequently, Adam took of the fruit and ate it; but not in defiance and rebellion against God, but because of his great love for his wife so that God could institute that plan of redemption.  Adam was not thinking of the redemption of the world, he was only concerned with the plan of redemption as it applied to his wife, Eve.  

1 Timothy 2:13 & 14 - For Adam was first formed, then Eve.  And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in transgression.   

     
Does this come as a shock to you?  It was Eve that transgressed and sinned, not Adam.  Why?  

James 1:14 & 15 - But every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 

     
Eve was tempted and enticed as depicted in the Bible, not Adam.  Lucifer went after the woman (the weaker vessel) with a subtle purpose.  The temptation likely occurred over a period of time, not just in one instance, (such is a typical enemy tactic); and it was most likely at a time when Adam was not around to take authority over Lucifer.  Note: in Genesis 3:3 Eve tells the devil that the forbidden tree is in the “midst of the garden”, which indicates that she was no where near it at this time.

     
Then on that one day, when she and Adam were together as they neared the tree, she could no longer contend with the enticements and yielded to the lustful desire that was seeded in her by the enemy.  Eve's act was an act of lust that resulted in sin and brought spiritual death.  (Note: it was a woman who was the first to see spiritual death; but it was also a woman who was the first to see spiritual life.  Mary Magdalene was the first to see the resurrected Jesus Christ; God’s plan to show his forgiveness to woman for the original sin.)  

     
Then Adam did take the fruit and ate it also. Both are now dead spiritually!  But here’s the significant thing that people don’t realize: Adam's motive was different from Eve's; His was an act of love not an act of lust.  Adam took responsibility into his hands for Eve's action which allowed God to initiate the plan of redemption and the remission of sin by the shedding of blood.  
Romans 5:14 - nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, WHO IS THE FIGURE OF HIM THAT WAS TO COME.
     
Adam is actually a foreshadow of Jesus.  Jesus took responsibility for all of mankind's sins, just as Adam did for Eve.  God put the blame for all sin on Jesus who bore the burden of our sins.  Today we all blame Adam for the original sin, when actually it was Mrs. Adam, but we attribute it all to him, and rightfully so because he was charged with administration of planet earth at the time - Adam was ultimately responsible.  Like Adam, Jesus did not succumb to lusts; His too was an act of love.  Is it shocking to find out that Adam was a foreshadow or type of Jesus the Christ?  
     
Now that Adam ate the fruit he too lost his spiritual life and fellowship with God.  He no longer has God’s character and nature.  The righteousness that he used to have was replaced by a new nature, one that is corrupt, evil, very self-centered and prideful - it was the nature of Lucifer, the one to whom they both submitted to by their act of yielding to his subversion.  Since that time all of mankind, Adam and Eve's offspring, now have this corrupt nature in them and are void of the character and nature of God that was previously enjoyed.

Genesis 5:3 - And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image (not Gods); and called his name Seth.

     
We looked at what Adam was like before sin and now compare what he is like after sin and the introduction of the corrupt nature. He became like we are now. Now he won't take responsibility for his sacrificial actions but tries to hide and defend himself by placing blame on others.

Genesis 3:9 to 12 - And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?  And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked (I lost my cloak of righteousness); and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked?  Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 

            Here Adam truthfully defends his actions but now it’s from the wrong motive; yes, it was the woman who initiated the sin.  Here is what most people do not realize – Eve is also called Adam in scripture:

Genesis 5:1-2 – This is the book of the generations of Adam.  In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him.  Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created.
     
God gives Adam an opportunity to see the result of his choice and to confess but Adam blames God and then his wife.  This shows how great the fall was and how significant was the loss of the righteous spiritual nature he once had.  What a contrast to the righteous godly character and nature he had before; a drastic change; an utter and complete opposite like night and day.

      
God now introduces the basis for the forgiveness and covering of sin - the shedding of blood for atonement:

Genesis 3:21 - Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.

     
The skins came from animals, most likely from goats or sheep as later revealed in scripture. So it appears that God made the first blood sacrifice of an animal in order to provide a covering for sin.  This blood sacrifice was a foreshadow and sort of earnest deposit symbolizing God's plan of redemption that would later be accomplished by Jesus on the cross.

     
Lucifer thought he won this round as he inflicted his will along with great damage upon mankind and the earth, but he didn't realize that nothing catches God by surprise.  The warfare just advanced to the next level and Lucifer gets a name change that is more descriptive of his behavior; he is now called Satan the devil, the adversary and accuser of the brethren.

     
The earth and everything in it are back under his control as he becomes "the god of this world", (ref. 2 Corinthians 4:4).  All is now his to do with as he pleases.  (Note: people today wonder why God allows wicked things to happen on the earth, and many even blame God; but it is not God's fault because it is Satan that is in charge.  God gave the earth to a man named Adam, (Psalm 115:16) and that man gave the earth to Satan.  God only intervenes when he is invited to do so and asked by those who call on Him through prayer.  Now you see why prayer is so important.

     
With Satan back in control of the world, life becomes very difficult for anyone who is willing to follow and obey God's will - he is now trying to live in opposition of the current evil forces and influences.  Scripture declares that Satan actually obtained the right to be in control because Adam and Eve delivered their authority over the earth to him when they submitted to his treachery.

Luke 4:5 & 6 - And the devil taking him up into a high mountain, showed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.  And the devil, said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.     

     
Adam and Eve are the ones who "delivered" it to the devil. (Note: the word world comes from the word cosmos which means "social system" and refers to the social order or mankind on earth).  God, in His foreknowledge, already had a plan to remedy this horrible change.  His plan was prepared “before the world began", (Titus 1:2 & 2 Timothy 1:9), and Adam was privy to it.  Now he declares his plan to Satan after pronouncing a judgment for his treachery and deception:

Genesis 3:15 - And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

     
The battle now changes its focus. Satan now embarks on a strategy to stop God's plan from being realized.  Since it is the seed of the woman that will some day defeat Satan, that seed referring to the future Son of God, Jesus the Christ, Satan now seeks to interfere with her seed by polluting the human offspring and thus corrupting the pure genetic line of that seed to prevent Jesus from coming.  

     
First he tried to interfere with the immediate offspring of Adam and Eve by having Cain, the first born, kill Able, the second born; and he figured that God would then destroy Cain.  That didn't go according to his plan.  Next he decided to go to work on the entire human race. To do this Satan enlists the help of some of the heavenly host, the angels that followed in his rebellion. He has them take on human form of men so that they can cohabit with women and procreate perverted offspring:

Genesis 6:4 - There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God (angels created by God that rebelled)  came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. 
     
These perverted offspring, called giants, were actually semi-superhuman beings that in the original language are called nephilim.  These beings are possibly the basis of ancient Greek mythology.  By the time of Noah all of the human genetic seed had been polluted or corrupted except for Noah and his family. God recognized that he must put a stop to Satan's scheme so he executes another judgment by flood as he did before. However, this time it is aimed at the perverted and corrupted evil human race.  It was not a total annihilation of life because God found a family of humans that still had a pure blood line with no corruption.  

Genesis 6:9 - These are the generations of Noah:  Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations  and Noah walked with God.


      
God institutes a plan to preserve Noah, his family and all the creatures that were necessary to carry on God's plan on the face of the earth. Thus we have the familiar story of the flood, Noah and the ark - Genesis Chapter 6 thru 9.  This was the second and last time water would be used to purge the earth.  God also made a promise that no more will the earth be destroyed by flood; the next time it will be by fire - (ref. 2 Peter 3:10-14).

     
God also judged those angels that Satan used to corrupt the human race:

Jude 6 - And the angels which kept not their first estate, (in the spirit realm), but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.

2 Peter 2:4 - For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell (Tartaros - a special compartment in hell), and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; and spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing the flood upon the world of the ungodly; 

     
After this second flood mankind reproduced again, this time from Noah;  but Satan resumed his attempted corruption by continuing to use his loyal angels to cohabit with women: see Genesis 6:4 – “and after that” referring to the flood:
Genesis 9:1 - And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.  (There’s that word replenish again.)
     
After several generations the population of mankind grew and Satan embarked on a different strategy to again defy God and manipulate the human race for his own benefit.  This time Satan uses a new method, a false religion, to divert worship away from God to the works of man's own hands which Satan would inspire.  To accomplish this he uses a man with a wicked heart and a charismatic, dominate personality. His name is Nimrod (also translated as Gilgamish by some historians):

Genesis 10:8 to 10 - And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth.  He was a mighty hunter before the Lord: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord.  And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, ...... in the land of Shinar (ancient Babylon and present day Iraq). 

      
Nimrod, being a mighty ruler and led by Satan, (and possibly one of the super-human offspring, a nephilim byproduct that came “afterward”), decided to challenge God and take matters into his own hands.  His influence was over most of mankind at this time; and that influence was easy to maintain since all of mankind spoke the same language.  Nimrod established a religious elite using the protocol of astrological studies - the zodiac.  This is the birth of astrology where people get their guidance and knowledge from the stars instead of from God.  Nimrod’s astrology was also a perversion of mankind’s understanding of the signs God provided in the stars which is another teaching topic not understood by modern Christianity.  Nimrod ordered a great tower to be built which was a temple, the center-piece of this new religion. This tower was also supposed to prevent God from wiping out mankind by means of another flood.  With this he defied God, His authority and His judgments.  

Genesis 11:1 to 4 - And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.  And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly.  And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar.  And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.

Once again God has to step in and execute judgment: 

Genesis 11:5 to 9 - And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded.  And the Lord said, Behold, the people are one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.  Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech. So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.  Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the Lord did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.

     
Satan observed that establishing a false religion seemed to hit God's "hot button", so he decided to pursue this method diverting mankind's worship away from God and onto items and personalities of his choosing and under his control; Satan himself would then surreptitiously receive the worship of mankind instead of God.

      
From ancient history we discovered that a significant influence of false worship on earth was initiated by Nimrod's wife, Semiramis (also spelled Shemiramis). Satan was really cleaver and resourceful with this one as he must have put a great deal of thought into it.  Since God told him that it would be the seed of woman that would defeat him, Satan decided to contrive a new religion based on that concept.  This new religion was about a woman, a mother with child, a special child that was a supernatural incarnation.

     
After Nimrod's death, Semiramis wanted to maintain control over the empire.  Satan was willing to oblige with the means for her to maintain the throne and gaining the allegiance, and eventually, the worship of the people.  Semiramis became pregnant after Nimrod's death.  She convinced the people that the child she was carrying was supernaturally conceived and was the reincarnation of Nimrod.  The people bought it and since then, from ancient Babylon, there have been various false religions based on the worship of a woman, a mother with a child. 

     
When the child was born she named him Tammuz, who later died - (see Ezekiel 8:14).  This name is significant because there are symbols in use today throughout "Christianity" that are directly related to the acknowledgement and celebration of Tammuz.  (Hint - it has to do with Christmas.)  Elements of this pagan religion have succeeded throughout the centuries even to this day.  Semiramis eventually took on the title of "Queen of Heaven", (also still used today). 

      
In subsequent empires since Nimrod's Babylon there have been continued variations of this religion and worship.  Basic elements of what began through Semiramis have been adopted in all societies that have some sort of awareness of  a supreme being.  Christians today still wrongfully incorporate some of these elements in their worship and holiday celebrations. 
     
So Satan has been successful in establishing a false religion using the same basis that God had declared would defeat him.  Satan also uses other forms of religion and superstition to divert man's knowledge away from God. Seeing his success in deluding mankind to worship this "Queen of Heaven", he comes up with more fantasies, items of nature and man-made images for other societies to worship, and he even receives direct worship through the occult, idolatry and “Satanism”. 

     
However, the concept of "Queen of Heaven" and "Mother of God" has continued throughout history although modified by each particular population for its own adaptation.  The woman's name is different in each succeeding empire, and often the son is omitted; but nevertheless, it all has the same basis.  Since Satan has been able to exploit mankind's lust for sex, this goddess quickly became the goddess of sex and fertility in several cultures and became worshipped with all manner of moral debauchery.  Some of the names of this woman goddess are even mentioned in the Bible as Astarte, Ishtar and Ashtaroth.  Other names, as history has discovered, are: Isis, Aphrodite, Venice and Eastre, (from which the word Easter was derived and which explains the use of eggs and bunny rabbits that have nothing to do with the resurrection of Jesus).  

     
 Let's go back in history again to see other tactics Satan has used to try to circumvent God's pronouncement of a special seed coming through a select individual.  Satan observed that God called out a people that were to be His representatives in the world.  A group that had His Holy Law, obeyed it, and who would be specially blessed with His presence.  These were the Hebrews, the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who also went by the name of Israel.  Satan heard God make a covenant with Abraham to provide a sacrifice.  That covenant was confirmed when God asked Abraham for his son and Abraham obeyed the terms of that covenant, (ref. the story of Abraham offering up Isaac as a sacrifice in Genesis 22:1 to 18).  This allowed God to respond in the terms of the covenant by offering His own Son in the same way - the real and eternal atoning sacrifice.  Thus God kept His part of that covenant He made with Abraham, and His promise to provide the sacrifice.
     
Satan then set out to destroy Israel, the seed of Abraham, through whom the promised one would come.  First he tried to do it in Egypt by using the Pharaoh.  After God delivered his people out of Pharaoh's hands, Satan used many other means to try to destroy the Israelites.  He led them into false worship hoping God would destroy them, thus eliminating the promised seed.  He also used major empires after Egypt to try to eliminate Israel such as Assyria, Babylon, Greece and Rome.

     
Satan failed, and the seed came forth of a virgin named Mary; His name is Jesus.  Caught by surprise, because Satan is not "all-knowing", he tries a desperate attempt to kill the baby using the rage of Herod.  As a result all male children under two years of age in Bethlehem were killed.  Satan missed again because God, who is "all-knowing", had already planned for such an event and warned Joseph and Mary to leave town.  (Why kill all males age two and under? This is another study that can’t be covered here.)
     
As Jesus grew to adulthood it appears that Satan still was unable to identify him until God the Father pointed him out to everyone at the time of his baptism:

Matthew 3:16 & 17 - And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:  And lo a voice from heaven saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  

     "Ah-huh", said Satan, who then set his sights on Jesus in an attempt to stop him from fulfilling his divine purpose; but this was all part of God's plan.      

Matthew 4:1 - Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

     
Jesus had to be tempted in every way that Eve was tempted, (which is also the way every one of us is tempted – See Hebrews 4:15).  Jesus had to conquer Satan's enticements to qualify to become the sinless sacrificial Lamb of God, as promised to Abraham centuries before in the covenant when he said, "God will provide himself a lamb". 

    
It is important to see how Satan tempted Jesus so you become familiar with his tactics.  First consider that Jesus had not eaten anything for forty days; so now he is physically weak and hungry.  This is typical of the time when the enemy strikes with his temptations - during a time of weakness.

Luke 4:3 & 4 -  And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread.  (This is the tempting of the lust of the flesh.)  And Jesus answered him, saying, “It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God”.  (Jesus did not respond from his own ability; he responded with the Word of God by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3.)

Luke 4:5 to 8 - And the devil, taking him up into a high mountain, showed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.  And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.  (This is the tempting of the lust of the eye.)  If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.  (Satan is trying to get Jesus to submit to him as a superior like Eve did.)  And Jesus answered and said unto him, “Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve”. (Again, Jesus responds with the Word of God by quoting Deuteronomy 6:13 and 10:20.)

Luke 4:9 to 11 - And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. (This is the tempting of the pride of life – your position or who you are).
     
Satan notices that Jesus uses the Word of God to thwart his temptations, so he decides to use the Word of God on Jesus, (just as he does on believers today).  However, Satan does not have the authority or right to use God's Word and he only misapplies it anyway, just as he does with believers today. 

Luke 4:12 -  And Jesus answering said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. (Again, Jesus responds with the Word of God quoting Deuteronomy 6:16.) 

     
Jesus put the devil in his place, defeating him in every form of temptation that he has used on mankind since the Garden of Eden.  Satan later makes attempts to kill Jesus before he can be offered up on the cross as the universal atonement for the sins of mankind.  The devil tries to have a mob kill him by throwing him off a cliff. Then he tried to kill him by the use of a terrible storm at sea which he merely slept through until his fearful disciples awakened him.  Finally the appointed time came and he allows himself to be delivered into Satan's hand.  Satan has him crucified, a form of death in which the heel of the victim is bruised, as foretold by God in Genesis 3:15. 

     
Jesus is dead and Satan is having a celebration because he thinks he defeated God's plan. However, his joy is turned to absolute horror as the grave cannot hold Jesus.  Death had no legal claim on Jesus because, although he bore in himself the penalty for the sins of us all by becoming sin with our sins, yet his heart remained pure, righteous and faithful to God.  Jesus never rejected God, rebelled or turned his back on God; there was no lust conceived to produce sin; there was no rebellion or disobedience, thus death did not have a legal or moral claim on him. Jesus arose from the dead in an absolute, eternal, once and for all victory over the enemy.

     
In so doing he provided redemption from sin for all mankind.  However, only those who believe in and accept his redemptive work actually receive the benefit of it.  Those who don't accept and believe in what God provided for mankind cannot receive the benefits thereof.  

     
Let's summarize what Jesus provided:  he died in your place due to your sin, so that you, and anyone else who accepts Him, can be restored back to fellowship with God.  You only need to accept his offering and confess you are a sinner and repent, (which means to change your ways).  
     
Jesus rose back to life so that you also may have life forever.  It is important to note that Jesus not only gave his life FOR us, but he also gives his life TO us.  Remember what was mentioned on Page 8 about the breath of God being His life-giving Spirit entering into Adam?  We find this again being done by Jesus breathing his redemption life (zoe) into his disciples which is the new birth or being born again of the spirit:

John 20:22 – And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said unto them, “Receive ye the Holy Ghost”:  


This was not the Baptism in the Holy Spirit that later occurred on Pentecost; this is when Jesus breathed his own spirit into them to restore the life that Adam had when God originally gave Adam His own quality of life.  It is the Spirit of Christ that we receive when we accept the truth of his crucifixion and resurrection; and we are born of the Spirit.
Galatians 4:6 – And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying Abba, Father.  

So now we clearly see God's plan for redemption of man, or restoration - the plan of salvation.  However, the warfare does not end upon one's accepting God's provision for redemption - Jesus Christ, crucified and risen.  In fact, salvation brings the believer into the next phase of this warfare - the phase that is to make a believer "more than a conqueror" and an "over comer".

     
Believers must take the next step in the process in God's plan of redemption.  You see, it does not end with salvation. Indeed, salvation is only the beginning of a new life.  You are still engaged in a serious warfare that God has foreordained that you win; but winning is partly up to you.  You must use what God has provided for you.  You see, the enemy is still here, he is still fighting and he is very subtle.  In fact, scripture says he gets more desperate as the end of the warfare approaches.  He is still the god of this world exercising great influence on the masses as well as deception to the church and believers:

1 Peter 5:8 – Be sober, be vigilant; beacuese your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 

Matthew 24:4 & 5 - And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.  For many shall in my name, saying, I am Christ (Christ means "anointed"); and shall deceive many. 
      
Satan and his servants are even masquerading as ministers in many places, even in churches:

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 – For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.
     
Yes Jesus defeated Satan, but he did not eliminate him. So whether you like or not; whether you believe it or not, you are still COHABITING WITH THE ENEMY while on this earth during this present age.

     
Everything in this article up to now has been introduction to this main missing doctrine of the church that will now be covered.  You are about to see why we struggle with sin and how we can be the over-comers that God ordained us to become.  

     
Once becoming a believer and follower of the Lord Jesus Christ you enter into the next phase in this warfare, called discipleship, where the believer is to be conformed to the "image of Christ".  Unfortunately, many Christians are not taught this or brought into this phase of spiritual growth:

Romans 8:29 - For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate (plan) to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

Galatians 4:19 - My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you.

     
This requires that every believer be re-educated by learning the Word, the Will and the Way of God for his life; leaving the old self-centered way of living to take on this new and righteous way of living which is patterned after Christ. This is called the process of discipleship, placing yourself under the discipline of the Lord by following his Word and example.  (Note: men like to make disciples unto themselves or of their denomination which is not an acceptable substitute for making disciples of Jesus).  Jesus lays down this requirement to moving on with him:

Luke 9:23 - And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross (the symbol of death) daily, and follow me.

     
Jesus then identifies the conflict between the sin-centered self-life, (the old nature) and the new spiritual life and declares that the self-life must be eliminated:

Luke 9:24 - For whosoever will save his (self) life shall lose it:  but whosoever will lose his (self) life for my sake, the same shall save it.

     
It involves putting off the old way of life, and putting on the new life; being a living sacrifice.  This does not happen automatically just by accepting Jesus as savior.  Being saved from sin is instantaneous; conforming to the image of Christ takes time and self discipline, the process of being a disciple:

Romans 12:1 & 2 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  

Colossians 3:10 - And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him.

     
Instead of living life full of your own self, following the dictates of your old sinful selfish nature, you are to live Christ-like, so that the nature of Jesus is seen in you.  (No more, "I got to be ME" or " I did it MY way".)  This part of the redemption plan of God is to restore you back to the way God originally intended man to be, as Adam originally was before the fall.  The end product that God is looking for are “sons of God”, the manifestation of His offspring having His image and likeness seen. 
This is the process that that Satan now fights against in the life of a believer:  to prevent the light from shinning to the unbelievers and to hinder the spiritual maturity of the believer.  Satan tries to keep us ignorant of truth by adding his lies and deception or corrupting our knowledge of God and his word.

Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.
     
What most people neglect in the above passage is the last phrase which means we all miss making the grade because we do not have the character and nature of God.  The word glory in the original language is doxa, which means dignity.  Dignity refers to ones character and nature.  Therefore the above verse means we all fall short of the character and nature of God.  This is the same character and nature that Adam first had when God breathed His life into him.  This character and nature was lost with the introduction of sin.  The plan of redemption includes the restoration of this God provided character and nature and is why this verse refers to the glory (dignity) of God as being missing in man. 

Colossians 1:27 - To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you the hope of glory.

     
Jesus has and is all the character and nature of God.  When you accept Jesus and become "born again" by his Spirit you actually receive the spirit of Jesus and a new life force is birthed into you; the same life force that was lost in the garden when Adam and Eve died spiritually.  

Galatians 4:6 - And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.  

If you have accepted Jesus' blood atonement for your sins and believed on Him as your savior you now become alive spiritually.  Now with Jesus' Spirit, (his life force now within), you also have His righteousness and His holy character and nature residing in you.  All that He is is now in you!  However, for some reason His righteous character and nature does not show through you.  Why?  Because the nature of the enemy is still cohabiting within and constantly stands in opposition to this righteous new life force.  

     
The enemy within is in the form of "the old man", the old carnal nature which is patterned after the image, character and nature of Satan. It is rebellious and focuses on doing your own thing, being selfish and self-centered.  It is the sin nature! In many places in the New Testament it is called "the flesh" which can be further identified as "SELF", or the big "I".  

      
Both these two warring factions are cohabiting within every believer in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord.  Accepting Jesus as your savior did not remove the sinful old nature from you. The salvation experience means you were forgiven of all your sins, it did not stop your capacity to sin.  What has not been properly addressed in church doctrine is the fact that the old nature still remains and must be dealt with.  Thus you have cohabiting enemies at war within as clearly described in the Bible.

Galatians 5:16 & 17 - This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh:  and these are contrary the one to the other:  so that ye cannot do the (righteous) things that ye would.

Romans 8:5 to 8 - For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

     
Notice the conflict described here is between the carnal, selfish old nature of the flesh and the new righteous nature of the spirit of Jesus:

Galatians 5:19 to 23 - Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultary, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

     
One of those warring factions within has to be put to death, eliminated and done away with as clearly stated in the Bible.

Galatians 5:24 - And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh (selfish pursuits) with the affections and lusts.

      
Walking in victory over the flesh/self requires death of that fleshly old nature – the self:

Galatians 2:20 - I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh (this body) I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.  

     
The selfish nature of the flesh, patterned after the nature of Satan, has to be dealt with in every believer; it must be put away; you must die to SELF, continually, daily.

Ephesians 4:22 - That ye put off concerning the former conversation (behavior) the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts.

Romans 6:11 - Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 8:13 - For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die:  but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

      
It is important to know that the old nature does not go away easily; it must be put down daily since it seems to resurrect itself daily, as the Apostle Paul stated:

1 Corinthians 9:27 - But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 

1 Corinthians 15:31 - I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.

2 Corinthians 4:16 – For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man (of flesh) perish, yet the inward man (spirit and image of Christ) is renewed day by day. 
     
Only then is it possible for the new nature that is of Jesus, which is already within each believer, to show forth and regulate our behavior and responses to situations, events and circumstances in everyday life.  

Romans 13:14 - But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.

Ephesians 4:23 & 24 - And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that ye put on the new man (nature of Christ), which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

Romans 6:11 to 16 - Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.  What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.  Know ye not that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death or of obedience unto righteousness?

    
 Death to self allows the righteous new nature to become evident.  This process is designed to take the believer onward to the point where he/she can live sinless.  YES, SINLESS!  This also is not taught in churches today as preachers think this is not possible. Think about it!  It would not be in the Bible as a command if it were not possible to get to this point.  

1 John 3:5 to 9 - And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.  Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not:  whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him. Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.  He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.  Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his (Christ's) seed remaineth in him: and he (Christ) cannot sin, because he is born of God.

     
Assuming one is obedient to the leading of the Spirit of Christ that is within; and, since Christ cannot sin, then the one being led of Christ will not sin.

1 John 5:18 - We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and the wicked one toucheth him not.

     
The believer that "keepeth himself" in subjection to the Lord is not influenced to sin by the old nature within.  Getting to this point is what this booklet is about.  

2 Timothy 2:19 & 21 - Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity (rebellion and doing your own thing). If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel of honor, sanctified, and, meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.
Ephesians 4:13 - Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.

     
The goal of discipleship is to produce in every believer the full character and nature of Christ.

1 John 3:1 to 3 - Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God:  therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.  Beloved, now are ye the sons of God (here in this life) , and it doth not yet appear what we shall be (our future immortality): but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he (now) is.  And every man that hath this hope in him purified himself, even as he is pure.  

Galatians 5:16 - This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
    
 If a person is successful in keeping fleshly self subject to the spirit of Jesus Christ, then he is able to live without sinning. This should be the goal of every believer.  You may still wonder if this possible so let's go back and look at how sin is produced.

James 1:14 - But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lusts, and enticed. 

     
Eliminate the enticement, the area of vulnerability, and you are able to live free of sin!  Sin is actually a matter of choice; deciding whether to follow after the selfish carnal old nature, or live according to the righteous new nature. Dying to self neutralizes the influence and power of the old nature with its lusts.  Therefore, if lusts can't conceive then sin is not produced.  It's also a matter of utilizing the spiritual armor God has provided for those times when the enemy mounts assaults on the areas in you that are or were formerly vulnerable.

Ephesians 6:13 to 17 - Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.   

     
Can you see that God made every provision for the sins of mankind; not only for forgiveness but also to become more than a conqueror, an over-comer and to live sinless as a true offspring of God.  It all depends on the knowledge we acquire of Him and how we apply it.

     
Remember, the three areas of human vulnerability to sin are: lust of flesh; lust of eye and pride of life - also known as I will, I want, and I am, (ref. 1 John 2:16).  These are simply known as the “flesh” or the “self” – summed up as selfishness and pride.  

      
Now let us consider Jesus Christ, whose image we are to conform to.  As you read through the Four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, you will notice that Jesus lived free of these three areas of human vulnerability.  Why? ... He did not have the character and nature of Satan in him because he was not born of the seed of man.  He was conceived by the Holy Spirit.  He did not inherit Satan's nature that passed down through mankind.  This is why Satan had to tempt Jesus to try to get him to submit and thus acquire that sin nature. 

     
Nowhere in these gospels do you read of Jesus doing anything for his SELF.  Everything he did was for others.  Everything he did was of his Heavenly Father. Jesus was SELF-less.  He lived as a true servant; doing for and living for others, primarily for his Father.  Jesus was even able to say that, "If you have seen me you have seen the Father". Why? ...because Jesus spoke and acted just like his Father. The Father's character and nature was fully manifested in him.  This is what God wants for us too; so we become the SONS OF GOD.  Jesus even prayed this for us:

John 17:20 to 23 -
Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, am I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.  And the glory (dignity - character and nature) which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

     
How do we get to be like this? ... by being "led of the Spirit" and allowing the Fruit of the Spirit, the character and nature of God to motivate, guide and show through us. God's plan (predestination) for us includes the following steps to spiritual maturity:

2 Peter 1:3 to 7 - According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith  virtue; and to virtue  knowledge; and to knowledge  temperance; and to temperance  patience; and to patience  godliness; and to godliness  brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness  charity (the God kind of Love).   

     
Do you notice the similarity of these steps to maturity to the Fruits of the Spirit as listed in Galatians 5:22-23, which is the character and nature of God.  Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit in ones life requires a life of continued "abiding in the vine" which means to be constantly in intimate fellowship with Jesus:

John 15:1 to 5 - I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away:  and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.  Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.  Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.   

Note: the fruit spoken of here is the Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) and not man's works which man can produce even independently of God.  This fruit is produced by the life of the vine flowing out through the branches, those believers who are attached to the vine - Christ.  This fruit comes from the life of the vine itself.  Note also that pruning of our branches is not a pleasant experience; it hurts when things of the flesh are cut off, but this purging is absolutely necessary for more of Christ’s life (fruit) to be seen in us.
Romans 8:1 - There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Romans 8:13-14 - For if we live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify (die to) the deeds of the body, ye shall live.  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
Romans 6:22 - But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.     Therefore:

2 Peter 1:8 & 11 - For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savoir Jesus Christ.
Conclusion:  

The war continues between God and Satan, the enemy.  The enemy tries to defeat you, thereby thinking he is defeating God.  The enemy tries to distort, pervert the truth of God’s Word by getting people to doubt what God says in his word and cause people not to believe.  

As we all shall soon see, God wins, Satan looses, and to be on the winning side is to trust God, believe His Word, (His promises and provisions), and live faithful (in obedience) to Him.  Remember that faith, (pistis), means trust; confident assurance and fidelity or faithfulness.
Hebrews 11:6 – But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
Hebrews 10:38 – Now the just shall live by faith (trust and faithfulness): but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.

1 John 5:3-5 – For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments (walk in faithfulness): and his commandments are not grievous.  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith (trust and faithfulness).  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
Victory in this warfare has already been determined and recorded in the Bible for all the world to know.

Revelation 20:10, 14-15 – And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. …And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

Revelation 3:21-22 – To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.         
Overcoming victory is yours by your relationship with God through Jesus Christ;  by acknowledging  that, because of His love for you, Jesus died to pay the penalty for your sins; then he arose again to provide victory over death; this  relationship allows you to walk in fellowship with Him, but also requires that you trust and obey; have faith in and be faithful to His Word.
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