HE THAT HATH AN EAR

When the Lord speaks, do you hear Him?  Most people don’t;  in fact many say that God does not speak to us as He did in times past.  They say that now God only speaks through His Word - the Bible.  Unfortunately, such a statement defies what is written in the Word and what was spoken by our Lord Jesus Christ.  Having an ear to hear is an admonition instructing believers to be alert and sensitive to His voice and the leading and promptings of His Spirit.  Failure to do so has grave consequences, yet the church seems to be ignorant of this vital warning and its relevance today.  
In variations, the warning phrase, “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear” occurs 15 times in the New Testament, and each time it is spoken by Jesus.  Jesus even indicated that the majority of the end-time church, represented by the church of Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-20) would be devoid of His Spirit and thus lacking the ability to hear what the Spirit is saying. This is why He gave this warning: Behold, I stand at the door and knock:  if any man hear My voice and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup (fellowship) with him, and he with Me - Revelation 3:20.
This verse is often used for evangelism, being directed at the unsaved; but this message was not written to the unsaved but to a dead and dried up, materialistic church.  Jesus’ message to every church in Revelation 2 and 3 ended with this phrase:  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches – Revelation 2:7; 2:11; 2:17; 2:29; 3:6; 3:13 and 3:22.

It has become very obvious that most Christians do not have ears to hear what the Spirit is saying.  In fact, they are not even taught in their churches that they can hear Him speak to them individually.  Christians are generally discouraged from hearing what the Spirit is saying as they are to listen instead to the pastor.  It is implied that the average Christian cannot be trusted to hear what the Lord is telling them; and those that claim to hear from the Lord are looked at with suspicion and often disdain as though they were weird.  As a result, prophets are no longer allowed to function in the church because all “words from the Lord” have to come through the pastor or his designee.
Consider what Jesus said about His people hearing their shepherds voice:  “and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.  And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice” - John 10:3-4.
It appears that Christians today do not know His voice; instead they are giving heed to many other voices; some being strange voices that are pleasing to their ears but lead to bondage and destruction.  Even sheep are smarter than many Christians:  And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers – 
John 10:5.
Regarding hearing other voices Jesus warned:  And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them – Luke 21:8. 
Among true believers there are those who really know Him and are able to hear His voice; they recognize Him when He speaks to them:  I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine – John 10:14.  However, in the same crowd (or church) there are those who may have heard His voice but their spiritual ears are not tuned in to recognize that it was their name that was called, or that it was to them He was speaking.  These are the ones who hear a word from the Lord and say, “that was for so-n-so”.  Still others hear His voice but don’t even recognize that it was Him speaking.  All they are able to hear is noise.  This later condition we see in some churches today is well illustrated in scripture:

Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.  The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him.  Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your sakes – John 12:28-30.

Some only heard a noise, others heard a voice but said it was for someone else, all failed to recognize that it was God speaking to them and for their benefit; but they didn’t receive it.  Why?  Because they did not recognize His voice and didn’t have ears to hear it clearly at all.
Obviously many believers don’t have ears to hear; or more accurately stated, they don’t have the needed spiritual quality or maturity to hear and listen.  These are people who have to understand all things intellectually and reason things out in their natural mind. 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned – 

1 Corinthians 2:14

Such believers just don’t know how to walk by faith (2 Corinthians 5:7); they have to rely on limited human intellect, physical senses and natural understanding: “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths”.  - Proverbs 3:5-6. 
In these last days, before our Lord’s return, it is critical that His people are able to hear or discern His voice among all the many voices that are speaking in these days.  How do you hear and recognize His voice?  You must listen; not with your natural physical ear, but with your spirit – where His Spirit resides in you.  Many Christians do not understand that they are a triune being made in the image and likeness of God.  (The word “God” as used in Genesis Chapter One is Elohim, which is plural for God and refers to Father, Son and Holy Spirit).  Christians are also three part beings having a physical body, a soul (personality, intellect and emotions) and a spirit, your inner-most being or the life force that is made alive unto God by believing in Jesus the Christ.  These three are listed in the Bible: “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” – 
1 Thessalonians 5:23.

When the Lord speaks to you, He speaks by His Holy Spirit: “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth” – John 8:24.  Therefore, in order to hear, you must hear in your spirit, not with your natural ear.  Where does the Lord reside in you? ….in your spirit, in that part of you that was re-born upon the salvation experience; that part of you in which He now resides:  “And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father” – Galatians 4:6.

God has never stopped speaking to His people;  His people just stopped hearing Him speak.  Why? ….because they have put more of their trust in the arm of flesh, in their physical ear, than in their spiritual hearing ability.  Again, they have not been taught to listen to God but to man, and their leaders.

How do you cultivate the ability to hear in the spirit or hear what the Spirit is saying to you and the church?  How do you know or recognize His voice or when He is speaking to you?  Two main ingredients are required – the Word (Bible) and prayer.
You must know the Word of God.  This gets you familiar with who He is, what He does, how He directs, what He wants of you, etc.  Knowing His Word equips you to recognize when you are hearing some other voices that speak contrary to His Word and His will.  Other voices you will hear, and some of them will use His Word also, but they do not apply it properly.  Familiarity with His Word is essential to discern what is of God and what is not.  This refers to spiritual maturity:

Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.  For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.  - Hebrews 5:11-14. 
The second requirement is prayer; intimate, intense and frequent communion with God.  This also produces familiarity so that you recognize not only His voice but how He speaks as well.  The more you commune and fellowship with Him in prayer the better you get to know Him.  Many Christians have not come to really KNOW Him; that is, to become intimately familiar with Him.  Jesus’ complaint with some ministers is, “I never knew you” – Matthew 7:23.  The word knew used here is the same word as when a man “knew” his wife and she conceived.  Jesus said they were doing things their way (the same as rebellion, iniquity) and not doing His work His way.  This is because they did not spend sufficient quality time with Him in prayer and fellowship and thus were not intimate with Him enough to know His will and His way of doing things.


When such a level of fellowship is attained, then you will know His voice and follow Him in obedience.  Then you will not be deceived into following strange other voices even though they use His name and His Word.  Remember Jesus warned that in the last days there would be great deception:  

And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many –  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect – Matthew 24:4-5, 24.

Following are three reasons why Christians don’t have ears to hear what the Spirit is saying:

1) FALSE PROPHETS (preachers and teachers) – They may be pastors of Bible believing churches, and they may even be saved; but, what makes them false  teachers and preachers is what is in their messages.  They may have truth, but they mix in error, doctrines of men and/or demons.  Error mixed with truth voids the truth; it’s like a little cancer in the body, or leaven in the dough – it will spread and infect the whole.  God does not honor or work with or through error.  Therefore those who believe or embrace error are not able to hear Him because He only speaks TRUTH.  “Sanctify them through thy truth:  thy Word is truth.” – John 17:17.
2) TRADITIONS – practices or doctrines established or added by man that are not based in or on God’s Word.  Every church denomination has them.  Jesus said that the traditions of man make the Word of God of no effect in the lives of people who submit to them because they adhere to that which is not true or not of God:  But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?  ...Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.  Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying,  This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.  But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men – Matthew 15:3, 7-9. 
Many Christians actually prefer and follow their church traditions to the Word of God, and they refuse to change even when they are confronted with the truth.  Such people certainly cannot hear from God because they are, in fact, not worshipping Him but instead worshiping their churches traditions and doctrines.  

Jesus spoke of this condition to the woman at the well:  Ye worship ye know not what (your traditions): we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him – John 4:22-23.
3). DOCTRINES OF DEMONS – such false beliefs and practices that migrated from 
pagan religions into the church over the course of history; particularly those adopted by the Roman Catholic Church, many of which continue in the Protestant churches.  Thus many such doctrines are found in denominational churches today.  They are based on miss-use, miss-understanding and miss-application of the scriptures; in addition to many cases of rejecting scriptures and substituting other beliefs, including pagan ones that can be traced all the way back as far as ancient Babylon.  Satan and his “ministers of light” sometimes use God’s Word, but they use it deceptively to ensnare and beguile God’s people to trust in things that will not work and are not true.  The church of Rome is specifically referred to:
Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;  Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth – 1 Timothy 4:1-3.

Why is it so important to be able to hear the Holy Spirit speak to your spirit?  Because Jesus said the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth:  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you – John 14:26. 


Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come.  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you – John 16:13-14.

To sum it up, you must be able to hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches (that’s you if you are a believer), because He will continually reveal the truth of God’s Word; will continually reveal more about Jesus and His Word; will continue to glorify Him in each new level of understanding and fellowship; will help you remember scripture;  will aid you in ministry to others by always pointing to Jesus; will tell you of things to come which includes warnings, leading you to shelter or safety or making preparation.


He that does not have an ear to hear what the Spirit is saying is at a great disadvantage.  That is why Jesus stressed this warning of hearing the Spirit so strongly.  Remember this; God is a Spirit and He speaks to your spirit by His Spirit.  How do you know you heard from Him?  …if you are suddenly made aware of something, and your mind has not been thinking or working on that subject, then most likely it came from your spirit, not your mind.  Then you need to check out what you heard with scriptures to verify and confirm what you heard is scriptural.  What you hear from God in your spirit will ALWAYS agree with and be confirmed with what is recorded in His Word.  God will not speak anything that is contrary to His Word.  Then submit what you heard to other mature believers who know how to hear what the Spirit saith.

The following are additional scriptures about “he that hath and ear, let him hear” for you to study:  Matthew 11:4-15;  13:3-9;  13:36-43;  Mark 4:1-9; 4:21-25;  Mark 7:14-16; Luke 8:4-8;  Revelation 2:1 – 3:22.
NOTE: the Bible tells us that you can not expect to hear from God if you are not one of His children, born again and cleansed by the blood of Jesus and have received the life of Christ within you:   Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. … He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God - John 8:43 & 47.
