WHAT DOES EASTER HAVE TO DO WITH THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS? – NOTHING!

Easter, that time of year again when the church blindly follows secular tradition and engages in a celebration whose origins have blended in with supposed Christian beliefs.  It’s amazing how Christians prefer to hold to established traditions rather question where they came from and why do we do these things.  Instead of questioning and verifying the validity of our traditions, or challenging errors when discovered, we just go along with them because that’s the way we’ve always done it.


This writer is one that wants to prove all things, as did the Berean’s to their credit (Acts 17:10-11).  Many years ago I researched the accepted tradition of Easter and its origin and I was shocked.  Trying to educate Christians on this topic over the years since has been futile, but I cannot remain silent on this vital topic, especially in this late hour when we need to be preparing ourselves for His soon return.  If you want to stir up a hornets nest just challenge an established tradition.  Why is this? ……because people are secure in their traditions.  To challenge and prove wrong their tradition is an attack on their comfort and security; and people don’t like to be made to feel uncomfortable or proven wrong about their beliefs.  They don’t like being shown that what they are doing is wrong. This is especially true in the church.  The problem is, what is their security really in? ….in their traditions, or in GOD’S WORD – the TRUTH?

Matthew 15:2-3 – Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they wash not their hands when they eat bread. 3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?
Matthew 15:6-9 – thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
The point here is that Easter, which has its origin in Babylonian pagan worship of  the ancient goddesses, Ishtar the Queen of Heaven, and the accompanying celebration of sex and fertility, has absolutely nothing to do with the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  The secular ritual of eggs and bunny rabbits was begun in ancient Babylon as part of their pagan worship.  Of course many practices have been added during the ages which I won’t go into.  However, one that I will mention is observed by Roman Catholics which is an adaptation of an abomination that is mentioned in scripture which God hates; Hot Cross buns, which are cakes dedicated to the Queen of Heaven – now recognized as their Mary worship.
Jeremiah 7:18-19 – The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger. 19 Do they provoke me to anger? saith the LORD: do they not provoke themselves to the confusion of their own faces?
The worship of Ishtar, Queen of Heaven, was initiated by the Babylonians but was also adopted by neighboring civilizations and carried on through succeeding cultures under differing names for the same sex goddess worship such as Asheroth, Astarte, Venus, Eastre, etc.  So the celebration of Easter needs to be identified for what it is and separated from our cherished celebration of Jesus’ resurrection.

This year the difference between Easter and the resurrection is even more clearly evident than most other years.  Why? …..just look at when Easter is celebrated and when the Jewish Feast of Passover is celebrated.  Jesus was crucified on the Jewish Day of Preparation, immediately before Passover.  The Day of Preparation is the day they killed the Passover Lamb.  In the year 2008, Easter is celebrated on March 23, but Passover begins on sunset on April 19; what a difference.

The date for celebrating Passover was set by God, and was to be observed every year thereafter on that date.

Exodus 12:14, 5-6 – And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: 6 And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.  
The Jews have been faithful to do so year after year.  (Note: the Jewish calendar is different than our Roman made calendar so our April 14 does not coincide the Jewish April 14, thus it appears on our calendar as April 19 this year.)  
So exactly when was the resurrection and when should we observe it?  The resurrection occurred three days and three nights after Jesus was crucified and removed from the cross.
Matthew 12:40 – For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
Now the Passover to the Jews is their “High” Sabbath, the most holy Sabbath they observe all year.  (Every Holy day was a Sabbath, they could not work; thus their holy day became our holiday, a day we don’t work.)  This Sabbath was not the weekly Sabbath of Saturday, as our tradition ignorantly believes.  Now remember that, to the Jews, a day ends and begins at sunset.  The year Jesus was crucified, Passover began at sunset on Wednesday and ended at sunset Thursday.  Jesus was crucified on Wednesday, the Day of Preparation, and had to be off the cross by sunset because that began Passover, the High Sabbath.  Jesus became our PASSOVER LAMB:

1 Corinthians 5:7 - Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:
(Jesus is to be eternally remembered as the LAMB of God which is the title used to describe Him 27 times in the Book of Revelation.) 

Jesus was in the grave, as prophesied, for three days and three nights, not bits and pieces of a day or night as traditionalists try to use to explain His crucifixion on Friday and resurrection a day and a half later.  After three days and three nights He rose from the dead sometime after sunset on Saturday, which is the Jews first day of the week – Sunday.  Thus the grave was found empty at sunrise on the first day of the week.

The true observance of the resurrection should therefore not be on Sunday every year; nor does Good Friday mark the day of crucifixion every year – another Roman Catholic contrivance that the Protestant Church adheres to.  The Roman Church adopted the pagan worship of sex, fertility and the rites of Spring as a logical time to celebrate the resurrection; however it is all an error.  After all, just look at who celebrates Easter; not just the church but all of western civilization.  Isn’t it time that true believers get it right?

John 4:22-24 – Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.  24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
Let’s look at the significance of the Jewish Feast of Passover.  The Israelites were to do two things:  1) they were to use the lamb’s blood as a protective covering to keep them from death of their first-born sons;  2) they were to eat the flesh of the slain sacrificial lamb.  Remember, Jesus became our sacrificial Lamb.  This is what He told the Jews of His day:

John 6:53-56 - Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.  Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.  For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.  He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.
This observation is what our celebration of Communion, The Lord’s Supper, is all about.

Luke 22:17-20 – And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves: 18 For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come. 19 And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me. 20 Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.  

It is interesting to note that wine is referred to as the Fruit of the Vine.  When you add to this that Jesus said the wine represented His blood, then John 15 becomes more clear to believers.

John 15:1-6 – I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.   Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.   If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.
Jesus’ blood is the life of the vine that flows through those who are intimately attached to him, called branches, and it is His LIFE that flows into them that produces the required fruit that God is looking for to harvest.  That fruit being the very character and nature of God, which is also known as the Fruit of the Spirit.  This is the fruit that the life of Christ produces in His people when it is truly IN His people.  Unfortunately, not all abide in the vine, they fail to produce the anticipated fruit; their end result is stated in verse 2 and 6.
Now let’s consider what it means to “eat His flesh”.

John 1:1 & 14 –  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.   And the word was made flesh (Jesus), and dwelt among us….” 

Here it clearly declares that Word became flesh; and so, to eat the flesh of Jesus is to feed on the Word of God that He has provided and preserved for us.  The Word reveals HIM; who He is, what he has provided, what great love he has for us, and how to live as His children. The Word helps us to conform to His image, showing how He wants us to live and what we should be like - like Him.
On the morning, after the Passover was eaten the night before, being the first full day of Passover, Israel assembled and began to immediately leave.  However, Israel did not actually get out of Egypt and from under Pharaoh's influence until they crossed the Red Sea, THREE DAYS AFTER THE LAMB WAS KILLED, (which coincides with Christ’s resurrection from the grave).  


It took 3 days after the killing of the Lamb (Passover) for Israel to enter into a new life; to be delivered and made free only after crossing the Red Sea, (their symbolic baptism).  After the same pattern it was 3 days after Jesus died that he arose from the grave to bring mankind new and eternal LIFE; free of the bondages of sin and the world.

If you want to worship Him in Spirit and in Truth, as He wants, then honor Him by properly celebrating His crucifixion – on the date that God set – PASSOVER; on the date when Christ was hung on the cross and became our Passover Lamb.  Communion should at least be observed at this time, recognizing all that it represents and provided.  Then, three days later, celebrate His resurrection and our new life that He provided and freely gave to us.  You see, Jesus not only gave His life FOR us; He also gives His life TO us.
It is unfortunate that the word “Easter” appears in the King James Bible:

Acts 12:4 – And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.
This was the result of the King James translators, being part of the Church of England, which carried on many traditions established by the Roman Catholic Church who set the time of these observances.  These translators termed it “Easter” as a result of the ancient pagan worship of the Saxon (British) goddess EASTRE at this same time of year; yes a carry-on from the ancient Babylonian Ishtar, Queen of Heaven.  Thus Eastre became Easter in the English speaking world, and was so incorporated into the King James Bible to give a “Christian” name that celebration.
They should have stayed with the word “Passover”, but many in that time hated the Jews, blaming them for killing Jesus.  Thus they did not want to associate that celebration with a Jewish name.  And, since these translators were under the Church of England, who was still abiding by many of the practices and beliefs of the Church of Rome, they did not want to break with established tradition.  You don’t want to oppose tradition; especially in those days because heretics were burned to death.  As was true back then, could it be like that today; actually, who was the heretic? 
The following is input about Passover from a Jewish believer.  The true meaning of Pessah is "Redemption". Rabbi Saul (Paul) sums up this theme in his letter to the Corinthian Believers. He was addressing a moral problem in their members. To solve 
their problem Saul draws upon a well-known analogy of Pessah.  “Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know the saying, it takes only a little chametz to leaven a whole batch of dough? Get rid of the old chametz, so that you can be a new batch of dough, because in reality you are unleavened. For your Pessah Lamb, the Messiah, has been sacrificed. So let us celebrate the Seder, not with leftover charmetz, the charmetz of wickedness and evil, but with the matzah of purity and truth” -  I-Corinthians 5:6-8.
Paul is telling Believers to celebrate Passover, to have a Seder (Passover Meal) that celebrates the deliverance from Slavery and being a free people. To set aside this day to                  thank, praise and worship God. I don’t want to dwell on this too much but it was the Catholic Church that said "to do so was far to Jewish," and they stopped the celebration of                   Passover in the Church. It however created a great problem. What about the Resurrection, what would they do about the fact that all the early Believers celebrated the Resurrection on the day of First Fruits? (Part of the Passover celebration)

Yeshua died on the Feast of Pessah, was buried on the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and rose on the Feast of First Fruits. Fifty days later the Holy Spirit was sent on the next Holiday in line Shavuot (Pentecost). This was what is referred to as the first advent. The first three Holidays follow each other, in the first three days, (Pessah, Unleavened Bread, and First Fruits) and we celebrate them all within an 8 day celebration, and we just call it Passover (Pessah). But the Catholic Church had a big problem, and they solved it with a bunch of paganism brought in from Babylon, and called the Resurrection (First           Fruits) Easter. But enough of that, for now I want to just talk about Pessah, and possibly your getting it right.  Before going on, I want to make something clear, I am not                   suggesting that you must keep all the Jewish laws concerning Pessah, you have the freedom to adapt the preparation to a comfortable degree. To some they may celebrate more than others. It is well however to note, that what I am saying is from the Word, and I know it pleases God for His people to reach out to Him in truth instead of paganism.

Another myth commonly accepted in Christianity that was introduced by the Roman Catholic Church is CROSS upon which Jesus was crucified.  The word translated cross in every New Testament scripture is the from the Greek word stauros which means a stake, an upright pole and in now way refers to two pieces of wood or timber, one being mounted at a right angle to the other.  The whole idea of the cross as is observed by the church today actually comes from pagan worship that originated in the Babylonian worship of the sun god and variations of symbols thus used.  

The early church never considered the current form of cross as what Jesus was crucified on to be anything but a pole.  The traditional cross did not come into the church until after the 4th century at the behest of the Roman Catholic inclusion of many pagan practices and superstitions. Jesus’ agony on the stake or pole was even more excruciating than what would have been experienced on the traditional type of cross because his hands were nailed to the pole vertically above his head which stretched his body and chest cavity even more than could have been done on a literal cross. 

Please don’t continue to give honor to the enemy and false religions by observing the erroneous traditional Easter of Pagan origin celebrated on the traditional Sunday.  Have a glorious Resurrection Day on the third day following Passover with a meaningful Communion to observe the price that Jesus paid for our sins.  Let’s worship Him in Spirit and in Truth. 

